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ASHFORD – KENT’S INTERNATIONAL TOWN

Ashford is not just Kent’s number one business location.  
With its close proximity to London and continental Europe it’s 
also the county’s international town. Well connected, ambitious, 
dynamic – it’s a town embracing growth.

Add in an excellent road network and forward thinking local 
authority passionate about the town’s future growth, it’s no 
surprise Ashford’s approach to regeneration has enjoyed such 
success to date.

And it’s not just about creating places to live and work, the 
millions of pounds of investment that Ashford is attracting will 
also transform the town’s night time economy and shopping 
offer. These are exciting times, and the best is still to come.

OUR MESSAGE IS STRONGER THAN EVER: ASHFORD IS 
GOING PLACES AND NOW’S THE TIME TO GET INVOLVED.

CLLR GERRY CLARKSON,  

LEADER OF ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL





LOCATION

Ashford’s excellent transport links have played a major part  
in the town’s success.

By high speed train Ashford is just 38 minutes from London and 
less than two hours from Paris by Eurostar with easy access to 
the rest of Europe by road and rail. 

Its central location on the M20 corridor, provides fast access for 
businesses needing to get their products distributed quickly to market, 
whether that’s in Kent, the UK or across the English Channel.

London’s two main airports are within easy reach. Gatwick is 
just over an hour away with Heathrow only a further 30 minutes 
around the M25. Closer by is London Ashford Airport at Lydd, 
which is undergoing a multi-million pound re-development.

Ashford is in pole position for businesses looking to tap into 
international and regional markets. It’s London, without the cost, 
the congestion, the hassle. For the best connections, there’s no 
better place to be.

Ashford International

ASHFORD IS NOW 38 MINUTES FROM LONDON 
BY HIGHSPEED. THAT CONNECTIVITY IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR GROWTH.

BARBARA THOMAS, DIRECTOR OF  

PASSENGER SERVICES, SOUTHEASTERN



Barbara Thomas  
Director of Passenger Services 
Southeastern



Tristram Gethin
Founding Partner 
Quadrant Estates

Eureka Park



SUCCESS

When it comes to success we let Ashford tell its own story. It’s a story 
built on ambition and a drive for sustainable growth – helping to attract 
millions in inward investment for homes, jobs and leisure. It’s a story 
that’s just beginning, and the future looks bright.

At Elwick Place, developers Stanhope plc are building new homes 
and transforming the town’s night time economy with a multi-screen 
cinema, hotel, restaurants and events space. In terms of jobs, Eureka 
Park has capacity for more than 1million sq ft of offices and research 
and development facilities, with more space to grow and more jobs 
to create. It’s no wonder Ashford is now the number one business 
location in Kent.

ASHFORD IS A GROWTH TOWN WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPAND.  
AT EUREKA PARK, WITH 1,000,000 SQ FT OF SPACE AVAILABLE, THERE IS 
PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY IN FUTURE TO SATISFY ALL SORTS OF DEMAND.

TRISTRAM GETHIN, FOUNDING PARTNER, QUADRANT ESTATESTristram Gethin
Founding Partner 
Quadrant Estates



INNOVATION

Ashford has been ahead of the game when it comes to 
embracing growth – seeing clearly, planning carefully, 
seizing every opportunity. It’s this approach that has 
become the town’s USP.

There is no better example than the Commercial 
Quarter - only 38 minutes from London’s leading 
development at Kings Cross and Google HQ - where 
the local authority has acquired prime land adjacent 
to Ashford International Station, that will become the 
town’s catalyst for future economic growth.

The council is working closely with developer Quinn 
Estates and George Wilson Holdings on this ambitious 
55,000 sqm business hub with a focus on the digital 
and technology industries. A new £16million college 
campus being built adjacent to the Commerical 
Quarter will ensure the next generation are ready  
for the jobs of the future.

International 
House

THE COMMERCIAL QUARTER WILL PROVIDE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH, ENHANCE FACILITIES FOR 
RESIDENTS WITH AN IMPROVED PUBLIC REALM 
AND CREATE A RANGE OF JOBS.

MARK QUINN, COMPANY DIRECTOR,  

QUINN ESTATES



Mark Quinn 
Company Director, Quinn Estates



COMMERCIAL QUARTER 
QUINN ESTATES AND  

GEORGE WILSON HOLDINGS 

ELWICK PLACE 
STANHOPE

ASHFORD DESIGNER 
OUTLET EXTENSION
MCARTHUR GLEN



EUREKA PARK
QUADRANT ESTATES

SOUTHEASTERN

FINBERRY
CREST NICHOLSON



LIVING AND LIFESTYLE

Located at the heart of the Garden of England, Ashford offers a thriving town, set in 
picturesque countryside. It’s no surprise the borough is considered among the most 
desirable places to live in the UK.

Ashford Designer Outlet is a great example of success breeding success, with 
owner McArthurGlen embarking on ambitious plans for around 40 more shops 
and 6 restaurants, adding 100,000 sq ft of shopping space. 

An entire new community of cottages and family homes from developer Crest 
Nicholson has become the new village of Finberry. The development is surrounded by 
the Kent countryside but within very easy reach of Ashford town centre.

Places like Chilmington Green offer a glimpse of Ashford’s future living with 5,750 
new homes to be built on garden city principles – complete with schools, shops and 
a regional park – creating up to 1,000 jobs and a place to relax, a place to call home.

Finberry
Andrew Dobson 

Development Director, Crest Nicholson

WE BELIEVE IN PROVIDING HIGH QUALITY 
COMMUNITY LED SCHEMES. WE’RE 
BREAKING NEW GROUND IN ASHFORD 
AND WE’RE VERY PROUD TO BE HERE.

ANDREW DOBSON, DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR, CREST NICHOLSON



McArthurGlen

ASHFORD DESIGNER OUTLET IS A GREAT 
LOCATION AND THE EXPANSION WILL 
MEAN MORE GREAT BRANDS AT THE 
BEST PRICES.

MICHAEL KOELNBERGER, CENTRE 
MANAGER, MCARTHURGLEN

MICHAEL KOELNBERGER 
Centre Manager



Gary Bourne 
Director 
Stanhope

Elwick Place



SPACE TO GROW

Elwick Place is a prime example of how investors have recognised the 
potential of Ashford as a place to grow – where they can make things happen.

Stanhope’s vision for this flagship brownfield site represents £75million of 
town centre investment, that will ultimately revolutionise Ashford’s leisure 
offer and boost its night time economy. It will bring the kind of facilities 
that residents will love, through a new quality landmark development.

A new six screen boutique cinema, a 60 bed family hotel, restaurants, car 
parking and a space for events – it’s the kind of scheme that will transform 
a town on it’s own, but is one of many transformational developments 
being delivered is Ashford and there’s more to come. Watch this space.

“THE ELWICK PLACE LEISURE DEVELOPMENT WILL STRENGTHEN 
THE AREA’S NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY AND PROVIDE MORE HOUSING. 
WE’VE BEEN VERY FORTUNATE WITH ASHFORD BOROUGH 
COUNCIL. THEY’VE BEEN PIVOTAL TO THIS DEVELOPMENT.”

GARY BOURNE, DIRECTOR, STANHOPE
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Andrew Osborne
01233 330310 
andrew.osborne@ashford.gov.uk

Jamie Cox
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jamie.cox@ashford.gov.uk
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